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  TO SOLVE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS: 

Multiple choice questions are usually time-consuming because the options given are very similar 

in nature and thus confusing. Choosing the correct option becomes difficult as it appears as 

though all options are related to the question asked. On an average 7-8 questions are asked in 

each reading test. These questions are of 2 kinds, one wherein you need to select one answer 

from the given 3-4 alternatives and second where you need to choose 2 answers from the given 5 

alternatives. Carefully read what is mentioned in the question to avoid confusion. 

GUIDELINES TO SOLVE: 

1. First skim read the entire passage to get the overall idea of the passage. 

2. Give headings to the paragraphs for self-understanding while reading. 

3. Go through the multiple-choice questions. Read the first one, find out exactly what 

details your looking for (highlight those words) and try locating the paragraph containing 

the above information.  

4. For such questions you need to read more than 1 sentence in the paragraph. 

5. Accordingly choose the option which best suits the question asked. 

6. Or else follow the Mantra of Elimination: eliminate the options which are not correct as 

per you and don’t suit the details which you’re expected to find out. Here you need to be 

very sure while choosing the options to be rejected. 

7. Ultimately, you’re left with fewer options which give you more clarity on the answer. 

 

Let’s look at the application of the above-mentioned guidelines for 

the following passage below. 
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Practice reading 1.1 
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Choose the correct letter A, B, C and D 

Write the correct letter next to the question number. The TWO questions below are solved for 

you.  

1. According to the introduction, we become aware of the importance of smell when 

A. We discover new smell. 

B. We experience a powerful smell 

C. Our ability to smell is damaged. 

D. We are surrounded by odours. 

 

2. The experiment described in paragraph B 

A. Shows how we make use of smell without realising it. 

B. Demonstrates the family members have a similar smell. 

C. Proves that a sense of smell is learnt. 

D. Compares the sense of smell in males and females. 
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Solved Examples: 

1. According to the introduction, we become aware of the importance of smell when 

Here the underlined words give an idea of what information we are looking for. It’s about when 

we realise the importance of smell. 

These details are present in the subtitle. “It is only when the faculty of smell is impaired for 

some reason............. plays in our sense of well being.”. This sentence relates to option C which 

says: Our ability to smell is damaged. The information given in other options are mentioned in 

subtitle but none are related to awareness of the importance of smell. So the correct option is C. 

 

2. The experiment described in paragraph B 

The question itself tells us that the information is asked from paragraph B. It is related to the 

experiment described. Here we use the mantra of elimination. Option B says, it demonstrates 

that family members have similar smell. There’s no description about the similarity of smell 

among family members. Option C says, it proves that a sense of smell is learnt. The sense of 

smell is naturally present we only realise it when the organ to detect smell is injured. Option D 

says, it compares the sense of smell in males and females. Here the experiment was carried out 

for spouses and not for men and women as an individual. But if we see Option A, it says how 

we make use of smell without realising it. This appears similar in meaning to the last line of the 

paragraph, ‘........but as the experiment revealed even when not consciously considered, smells 

register.’ So, the correct answer is Option A 
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Practice Exercises 1.1 

Choose the correct letter A, B, C and D. Write the correct letter next to the question number. 

1. According to the introduction, we become aware of the importance of smell when 

A. We discover new smell. 

B. We experience a powerful smell 

C. Our ability to smell is damaged. 

D. We are surrounded by odours. 

 

2. The experiment described in paragraph B 

A. Shows how we make use of smell without realising it. 

B. Demonstrates the family members have a similar smell. 

C. Proves that a sense of smell is learnt. 

D. Compares the sense of smell in males and females. 

 

3. What is the writer doing in paragraph C? 

A. Supporting other research 

B. Making a proposal 

C. Rejecting a common belief 

D. Describing limitation 

 

4. What does the writer suggest about the study of smell in the atmosphere in Paragraph E? 

A. The measurement of smell is becoming more accurate. 

B. Researchers believe smell is purely physical reaction. 

C. Most smells are inoffensive 

D. Smell is yet to be defined. 
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Practice reading 1.2 
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Practice Exercise 1.2 

Choose the correct letter A, B, C and D. Write the correct letter next to the question number. 

1. What aspect of scientific research does the writer express concern about in paragraph 4? 

A. The need to produce results 

B. The lack of financial support. 

C. The selection of areas to research. 

D. The desire to solve every research problem. 

 

2. The writer quotes from the Worldwide Fund for Nature to illustrate how 

A. Influential the mass media can be. 

B. Effective environmental groups can be. 

C. The mass media can help groups raise funds. 

D. Environmental groups can exaggerate their claims. 

 

3. What is the writer’s main point about lobby groups in paragraph 6? 

A. Some are more active than others. 

B. Some are better organised than others. 

C. Some receive more criticism than others. 

D. Some support more important issues than others. 

 

4. The writer suggests that newspapers print items that are intended to  

A. Educate readers. 

B. Meet their reader’s expectations. 

C. Encourage feedback from readers. 

D. Mislead readers. 

 

5. What does the writer say about America’s waste problem? 

A. It will increase in line with population growth. 

B. It is not as important as we have been led to believe. 

C. It has been reduced through public awareness of the issues. 

D. It is only significant in certain areas of the country. 
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ANSWER KEY 

Practice Exercise 1.1    Practice Exercise 1.2 

1. C      1. C 

2. A      2. D 

3. C      3. C  

4. D      4. B     

      5. B 
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