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 TO SOLVE SUMMARY QUESTIONS 

Summary Questions are different from a set of notes, as it consists of complete sentences that are 

connected grammatically. Many students are unable to figure out the words to fill in the gaps of 

the summary completion as they fail to understand the correct answer, as they are unable to locate 

the paragraphs on which the summary questions are based. With our tips & practise papers we are 

sure you’re going to enjoy solving such question and get correct answers. 

GUIDELINES TO SOLVE: 

1. Skim read the passage to get the main idea of the passage. 

2. Read the summary question paragraph. Focus on the sentences containing gaps carefully. 

3. Read the relevant part of the passage in detail on which the summary paragraph is based. 

4. The summary paragraph is usually based on either one or two paragraphs of the passage or 

it is focussed on the entire passage. The title of the summary will help you find the part of 

the passage you need to read in detail to find your answers. 

5. Consider the grammatical features of the summary. 

6. Summary questions focus on the interpretation of the text given in the passage. So, the 

sentences may not be entirely same as those given in the passage. Understand the intent of 

the passage. 

7. Choose words from the passage that accurately completes the summary. 

 

Let’s look at the application of the above-mentioned guidelines for 

the following passage below.  
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Practise reading 1.1 
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Complete the summary 

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer. The TWO Gaps 

below are solved for you. 

In 1764, Dr. Johnson accepted the contract to produce a dictionary. Having rented a garret, he 

took on a number of _______1________, who stood at a long central desk. Johnson did not have a 

_____2_____ available to him, but eventually produced definitions of in excess of 40,000 words 

written down in 80 large notebooks. On publication, the Dictionary was immediately hailed in 

many European countries as a landmark. According to his biographer, James Boswell, Johnson’s 

principal achievement was to bring _____3____ to the English language. As a reward for his hard 

work, he was granted a ______4______ by the king. 

Solved Examples 

After reading the above summary text, it’s clear that the summary is based on paragraphs E, F, H 

and I. The reference text to fill up the first gap includes, ‘James Boswell, his biographer, 

described the garret where........... at which the copying clerks would work standing up.’ Similarly, 

for the second gap the reference text belongs to paragraph F. ‘The work was immense filling 

about eighty............without a library to hand).’ 

Practice Exercise 1.1 

Complete the summary 

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer. 

In 1764, Dr. Johnson accepted the contract to produce a dictionary. Having rented a garret, he 

took on a number of  1( copying clerks) , who stood at a long central desk. Johnson did not have a 

2(library) available to him, but eventually produced definitions of in excess of 40,000 words 

written down in 80 large notebooks. On publication, the Dictionary was immediately hailed in 

many European countries as a landmark. According to his biographer, James Boswell, Johnson’s 

principal achievement was to bring _____3____ to the English language. As a reward for his hard 

work, he was granted a ______4______ by the king. 
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Practice Reading 1.2 
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Practice Exercise 1.2 

Complete the following summary. 

 Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer. 

The first successful method for making flat glass was _____1_____ which produced 

______2_______ glass. The _____3______process produced glass of any ____4_____ but left it 

marked. Pilkington came up with the idea of producing glass in 1952 using ____5_____ which 

used ____6____ metal. The factor which formed the basis for this process was ____7____. In this 

Process, defects _____8_____ can be rectified by Automated online inspection. Also, it allows 

computers ______9______ to control imperfections. 
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ANSWER KEY 

EXERCISE 1.1 

1. Copying clerks 

2. Library 

3. Stability 

4. Pension 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXERCISE 1.2 

1. Spinning 

2. Unblemished 

3. Ribbon 

4. Thickness 

5. Float process 

6. Tin 

7. Gravity 

8. Upstream 

9. Downstream 
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